VJEST  VIRGINIA  SCHOOLS  FOR  THE  DEAF  AND  THE  BLIND 
ROMNEI,  WEST  VIRGINIA 

fcy 

Hugo  F . Schunhoff , Superintendent 


FUNCTION 

The  West  Virginia  Schools  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind,  founded 
in  1870,  offer  educational  programs  to  children  of  school  age  in 
West  Virginia  who  have  severe  impairment  of  either  hearing  or  vision 
which  prevents  them  from  receiving  an  education  in  the  regular 
public  schools.  Board,  room,  tuition,  ordinary  medical  care,  and 
transportation  at  the  opening  and  closing  of  school  on  stated 
routes  are  free.  The  school  is  in  session  during  the  regular 
nine  month  school  term,  180  school  days, 

ORGANIZATION 

West  Virginia  is  one  of  the  ten  states  in  which  the  School  for 
the  Deaf  and  the  School  for  the  Blind  are  located  on  same  or  nearby 
campuses  and  are  under  the  same  administrative  head.  These  are 
termed  dual  schools.  In  effect,  the  West  Virginia  School  for  the 
Deaf  and  the  West  Virginia  School  for  the  Blind  are  separate  except 
for  administrative  and  service  facilities..  Each  school  has  its 
principal,  its  faculty,  its  separate  dormitories,  classroom  build- 
ings and  program.  The  only  area  of  program  in  which  both  schools 
use  the  same  facility  is  in  physical  education.  The  only  advan- 
tage of  the  dual  school  type  of  organization  is  that  of  financial 
economy. 


PROGRAM,  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  DEAF 

The  child  who  has  been  deaf  since  birth  comes  to  school  without 
speech  and  without  language.  Three  years  of  preparatory  work  in 
speech  and  language  development  are  required  before  the  congeni- 
tally deaf  child  of  average  intelligence  is  ready  for  the  first  grade. 
Therefore,  every  effort  is  made  to  enroll  deaf  children  at  five 
years  of  age,  rather  than  age  six. 

The  deaf  student  of  normal  ability  pursues  the  regular  academic 
program  through  the  tenth  grade.  Those  who  demonstrate  academic 
aptitude  have  the  further  opportunity  of  preparing  for  the  Gallaudet 
College  entrance  examinations.  Gallaudet  College,  in  Washington, 

D.  C.  is  the  world's  only  college  for  the  deaf. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE  AND  SUPERVISORY  STAFF— DEAF  & BLIND  SCHOOL 


Prevocational  programs  offered  in  the  West  Virginia  School 
for  the  Deaf  include  printing  and  linotyping,  woodwork,  upholstry, 
painting  and  finishing,  baking,  shoe  repair,  home  economics,  typing 
and  filing* 

All  pupils  begin  in  an  oral  program  (by  speech  and  speech- 
reading) in  the  primary  department.  In  the  intermediate  and  ad- 
vanced departments,  the  combined  system  is  used,  encompassing  the 
use  of  both  speech  and  fingerspelling.  Ten  classrooms  are  equipped 
with  group  hearing  aids,  A number  of  the  pupils  wear  individual 
hearing  aids,  making  maximum  use  of  residual  hearing. 

The  number  one  problem  in  the  education  of  the  deaf  is  the 
development  of  straight  language.  Major  emphasis  is  placed  upon 
this  special  need. 


PROGRAM,  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 


The  chief  special  need  of  a blind  child  in  an  educational  pro- 
gram is  a substitute  for  the  written  or  printed  form  of  communication. 
The  need  is  filled  through  the  reading  and  writing  of  Braille,  All 
blind  children  are  taught  to  read  and  to  write  Braille  e Additional 
special  media  and  apparatus  include  maps  and  globes  designed  for  the 
sense  of  touch,  a special  code  in  arithmetic,  and  talking  books 
(recordings) , 

The  blind  child  of  normal  intelligence,  also,  is  enrolled  at 
the  age  of  five  if  there  is  room.  Present  croi^ded  conditions  do 
not  permit  enrollment  of  five-year-olds. 

The  academic  program  extends  through  the  twelfth  grade.  The 
high  school  is  accredited  and  graduates  are  accepted  in  the  state  col- 
leges and  the  university. 

The  prevocational  offerings  include  piano  tuning,  crafts,  wood- 
work, broom  making,  baking,  office  practice,  and  home  economics. 

The  school  also  has  a comprehensive  music  program  including 
both  instrumental  and  vocal  music. 

STUDENT  ACTIVITIES 

Both  schools  have  a program  of  student  activities,  including 
athletics,  scouting,  literary  society,  and  social  events  appropriate 
to  the  various  age  groups . 
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SCIENCE  AND  HEALTH  CLASS— DEAF  & BLIND  SCHOOL 


The  School  for  the  Deaf  football  team  of  1956  received  the 
singular  honor  of  being  chosen  by  the  sports  editors  of  The  Silent 
Worker  as  the  National  Deaf  Champions  of  the  United  States.  During 
the  same  academic  year,  1956-1957,  the  School  for  the  Deaf  basket- 
ball team  won  the  Potomac  Valley  Conference  championship. 

Scouting  is  a major  activity  in  both  schools.  The  troops  at- 
tend camps  and  camporees  and  compete  with  hearing  and  sighted  scouts 
of  other  troops.  The  West  Virginia  Schools  for  the  Deaf  and  the 
Blind  served  as  hosts  at  an  area  scout  swimming  meet  in  the  spring 
of  1958. 

The  major  sports  of  the  School  for  the  Blind  are  wrestling  and 
track.  The  school  won  the  Eastern  States  Schools  for  the  Blind 
championship  in  wrestling  in  1957. 

TEACHING  PERSONNEL 

The  procurement  of  adequately  trained  teaching  personnel  in 
either  a school  for  the  deaf  or  a school  for  the  blind  in  any  state, 

- even  those  with  the  higher  salaries,  is  a critical  problem.  For- 
tunately, our  teacher  turnover  has  been  comparatively  small*  Va- 
cancies for  the  most  part  have  had  to  be  filled  by  teachers  who  have 
agreed  to  take  inservice  training  on  the  job*  Such  a program  is  in 
operation  on  this  campus  with  credit  from  Shepherd  College. 

In  an  effort  to  do  our  share  in  alleviating  the  critical  nation- 
wide shortage  of  teachers  of  the  deaf,  this  school  and  the  Maryland 
School  have  agreed  to  accept  a limited  number  of  the  graduate  train- 
ing students  of  Gallaudet  College  for  observation  and  practice  teach- 
ing. This  program  will  become  effective  November  17,  1958.  Gal- 
laudet College  by  that  arrangement  has  increased  the  number  of 
hearing  students  at  graduate  level  which  that  college  can  accept 
in  the  special  teacher- training  program. 

IMPROVEMENTS  IN  BUILDINGS  AND  GROUNDS 

Five  items  are  worthy  of  mention.  The  1957  Legislature  ap- 
propriated $190,000  for  new  food  service  facilities  to  add  to  Seaton 
Hall,  completed  in  1955.  The  food  service  addition  is  almost  com- 
pleted at  the  date  of  this  writing  and  will  be  occupied  approximate- 
ly November  20,  1958.  This  food  service  is  for  the  older  one-half 
of  the  deaf  students  and  replaces  the  food  service  in  the  condemned 
Administration  Building. 
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DEAF  CHILDREN  USING  GROUP  HEARING  AID — DEAF  & BLIND  SCHOOL 


The  same  Legislature  appropriated  under  repair  and  alteration 
sufficient  funds  to  repair  all  bathrooms  in  the  Primary  Deaf  Unit 
with  ceramic  tile.  This  was  done  in  July  and  August,  1957*  and 
is  a wonderful  improvement  to  the  Primary  Deaf  Unit.  In  the  same 
19-year-old  building  a new  steam  return  line  was  installed  in  the 
summer  of  1958,  correcting  an  emergency  situation  which  had  de- 
veloped. 

The  new  athletic  field  has  been  completed  except  for  the  curb- 
ing around  the  track.  Except  for  an  expenditure  of  approximately 
(?3*000  for  earth  moving,  the  work  has  been  done  entirely  by  our 
own  maintenance  staff  and  with  our  own  equipment. 

The  fifth  item  is  the  razing  of  the  old  cannery  building,  the 
work  being  done  by  our  own  maintenance  staff. 

An  emphasis  has  been  placed  upon  grounds  beautification  in 
general.  The  school  has  been  developing  a small  nursery  on  the 
farm  and  this  project  is  contributing  effectively  to  campus 
improvement. 


116- 


RECOMMENDATIONS  TO  THE  1959  LEGISLATURE 


It  is  recommended  that  the  budget  request  in  each  category  be 
approved  in  its  entirety,  Me  have  requested  only  the  amounts  which 
are  necessary  to  insure  an  adequate  program  and  proper  maintenance 
of  facilities.  All  that  has  been  requested  is  needed.  Budget 
requests  for  1959-60  and  explanation  of  increases  needed  are  as 
follows: 

PERSONAL  SERVICES  $ U58, 557.00 

The  requested  increase  of  approximately  15$  is  based  upon  the  fol 
lowing  needs: 

1 . The  need  of  meeting  nationwide  competition  in  the  procure- 
ment of  trained  teaching  and  supervisory  personnel.  There 
are  not  enough  trained  teachers  of  the  deaf  or  of  the  blind 
to  fill  the  vacancies  which  occur.  Although  teachers  1 and 
principals  1 salaries  of  the  West  Virginia  Schools  for  the 
Deaf  and  the  Blind  have  been  improved  during  the  past  five 
years,  the  salaries  for  teachers  of  the  deaf  and  of  the 
blind  in  the  other  states  have  improved  in  proportion,  with 
West  Virginia  remaining  in  the  lowest  quartile . 

2.  The  need  of  sizeable  increases  in  salaries  of  dormitory 
personnel  to  facilitate  employment  of  competent  houseparents 

3.  Need  of  paying  full  cash  salaries  in  lieu  of  emoluments. 

This  request  is  imperative  following  the  recommendation  of 
the  State  Fire  Marshal  that  the  Administration  Building  be 
vacated  as  soon  as  possible • Eight  teachers  and  one  cook 
live  in  this  condemned  building.  We  plan  to  move  these 
individuals  off  the  campus  at  the  end  of  this  school  year, 
that  situation  to  remain  in  effect  until  staff  living 
quarters  can  again  be  provided  for  this  group. 

. 

4.  The  category  of  professional  services  and  extra  labor  was 
severely  cut  in  the  budget  document  as  prepared  for  the 
1958  Legislature.  This  was  unfortunate  because,  unless 
we  receive  an  emergency  supplemental  appropriation,  the 
amount  of  dentistry,  specialized  services  of  the  otologist 
and  opthalmologist,  and  consultant  psychological  services 
will  be  severely  reduced. 

CURRENT  EXPENSE  $ ll+U,  302.00 

Need  of  an  increase  of  approximately  nine  percent  is  based  upon 
rising  costs  of  various  current  items. 
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REPAIR  AND  ALTERATION 


$ k3t 800,00 


Increase  in  repair  and  alterations  are  based  upon  very  special 
needs  as  follows: 

1.  Need  of  razing  rear  portions  of  the  condemned  Administration 
Building • The  rear  portions  are  now  out  of  use  and  should 
be  razed  without  delay  for  the  safety  of  the  students  in 
adjacent  areas  of  the  campus, 

2.  Need  of  installing  fire  and  smoke  barriers  as  recommended 
in  report  of  the  State  Fire  Marshal. 

3.  Installation  of  ceiling  and  floor  tile  in  basement  of 
Seaton  Dining  Hall  so  this  area  may  be  in  complete  order 
for  student  activities . 

U.  Need  for  acceleration  of  the  painting  program. 

EQUIPMENT  $ 28,950»C0 

Increases  are  based  upon  needs  connected  with  improvement  of  the 
educational  program,  which  includes  the  purchase  of  more  group  hear- 
ing aids,  the  need  for  new  athletic  equipment,  the  procurement  of  a 
freight  elevator  for  food  storage  section  of  Seaton  Dining  Hall  which 
could  not  be  included  in  the  original  building  because  of  lack  of 
funds,  but  shaft,  guides,  and  doors  having  been  installed. 

CAPITAL  IMPROVEMENTS  $ 310,000.00 


The  West  Virginia  Schools  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind  have  three 
immediate  needs  in  capital  improvements.  The  first  item  listed  has 
been  requested  in  our  Budget  Request  for  1958-1959. 

1.  Classroom  building,  School  for  the  Blind 
(310,000.00  requested). 

2.  Administration  Building  (new  or  renovated)  or  equiva- 
lent facilities  furnishing  the  following  use  currently 
continuing  in  this  structure  which  the  State  Fire 
Marshal  recommends  should  be  vacated. 

a.  Administrative  offices. 

b.  Superintendent rs  living  quarters 

c.  Teachers'  living  quarters 

3.  Classroom  building  for  advanced  and  intermediate  de- 
partment, School  for  the  Deaf, 
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*-  After  the  budget  request  had  been  presented,  the  State  Fire 
Marshal  recommended  that  use  of  the  Administration  Building  cease  as 
soon  as  possible.  This  recommendation  came  too  late  to  include  Item 
No.  2 in  the  regular  manner  in  our  budget  request.  We  present  this 
fact  with  this  report  so  the  members  of  the  Legislature  may  be 
cognizant  of  this  critical  need  when  a definite  request  and  recom- 
mendation can  be  formulated.  The  Legislature  is,  therefore,  in- 
formed that  both  items  No.  1 and  No,  2 above  are  on  the  critical 
list  of  needs. 
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IJE3T  VIRGINIA  SCHOOLS  FOR 

1956-1957 

Name  of  Countv 
Barbour  1 ' 

Berkeley 


THE  DEAF  AND  THE  BLIND 


Male 


Blind 


Boone 
Braxton 
Brooke 
Cabell 
Calhoun 
Clay 
Fayette 
Gilmer 
Grant 
Greenbrier 
Hampshire 
Hancock 
Hardy 
Harrison 
Jefferson 
Kanawha 
Lewis 
Lincoln 
Logan 
Marion 
Marshall 
Mason 
Mercer 
Mineral 
Mingo 
Monongalia 
Monroe 
Morgan 
McDowell 
Nicholas 
Ohio 

Pleasants 

Pocahontas 

Preston 

Putnam 

Raleigh 

Randolph 

Ritchie 

Roane 

Summers 

Taylor 

Tucker 

Upshur 

Wayne 

Webster 

Wetzel 

Wirt 

Wood 

Wyoming 


1 

2 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

1 

1 

0 

h 

1 

2 
1 
0 

h 

2 

6 

0 

1 

2 

3 

0 

0 

3 

2 

2 

0 

0 

2 

k 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

3 

1 

2 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
2 
1 


Female  Male 


Deaf 


Female 


0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

3 

1 

2 

0 

5 

1 

1 

2 

0 

3 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

k 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

5 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 


0 

2 

1 

1 

1 

10 

1 

0 

8 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

7 

1 

13 

1 

3 

9 

3 

2 


1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

7 

1 

h 

1 

0 

1 

1 

5 

3 

2 

0 

1 

2 

2 

9 

3 

2 

3 

0 

9 

l 


l 

l 

0 

1 

1 
0 
1 

2 
6 
0 
0 

3 

0 

1 

1 

5 
0 
13 
0 
0 
7 

6 
2 
1 
k 

3 

h 

2 

0 

0 

10 

0 

1 

0 

0 

6 

3 

6 

1 

1 

1 

0 

2 

2 

2 

0 

0 

3 

1 

2 

1 


62 


h5  130  107 
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Total 

2 

6 

2 

2 

h 

16 

2 

3 

15 

1 

5 

5 

3 

5 

2 

19 

b 

3k 

1 

9 

19 

13 

6 

2 

11 

9 

9 

5 
1 

3 

25 

1 

6 
1 
2 
7 
7 

17 

6 

h 

2 

2 

5 

5 

9 

5 

2 

7 

1 

9 

3 
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VIEST  VIRGINIA  SCHOOLS  FOR 


THE  DEAF  AMD  THE  BLIND 


1957-1958 
Name  of  County 

Barbour 
Berkeley 
Boone 
Braxton 
Brooke 
Cabell 
Calhoun 
Clay 
Fayette 
Grant 
Greenbrier 
Hampshire 
Hancock 
Hardy 
Harrison 
Jefferson 
Kanawha 
Lewis 
Lincoln 
Logan 
Marion 
Marshall 
Mason 
Mercer 
Mineral 
Mingo 
Monongalia 
Monroe 
Morgan 
McDowell 
Nicholas 
Ohio 

Pocahontas 

Preston 

Putnam 

Raleigh 

Randolph 

Ritchie 

Roane 

Taylor 

Tucker 

Tyler 

Upshur 

Wayne 

Webster 

Wetzel 

Wood 

Wyoming 


Blind 

Male 

1 ' 

2 

1 

0 

1 

h 

0 

1 
l 

h 

1 

2 
1 
0 
h 

1 
6 
0 
1 
1 
3 
1 
0 
h 
3 

2 
1 
0 
2 
5 

l 

1 
1 
0 

3 

2 
1 
0 
0 
1 
1 
0 
0 
1 
0 
1 
0 
0 


Female 

Male 

Deaf 

Female 

0 

0 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

k 

6 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

6 

7 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

1 

0 

1 

2 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

5 

5 

1 

3 

1 

3 

11 

15 

0 

1 

0 

5 

2 

0 

1 

8 

7 

1 

3 

7 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

3 

h 

1 

1 

h 

1 

3 

3 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

5 

9 

7 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

5 

0 

1 

1 

5 

6 

6 

0 

3 

1 

l 

2 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

2 

0 

1 

2 

0 

1 

0 

l 

h 

1 

l 

3 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

3 

3 

0 

5 

2 

0 

1 

1 

Total 

2 

7 
5 
1 
h 
lk 
2 
3 

lh 

5 

5 

3 

5 

1 

16 

6 

35 

1 

8 

17 

lU 

7 

3 

11 

11 

8 
8 
2 
2 

26 

2 

5 

2 

6 

5 

19 

5 

h 

2 

5 
h 

1 

6 
5 

2 
8 
7 
2 


66 


1*7 


119 


10ii 


336 
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TABLE  IV 


FINANCIAL  REPORT  --  1956-57 


A.  APPROPRIATED  ACCOUNTS: 

Account  Account 

Number  Name 


— Balance 

Appropriation  Expenditures  June^30 


Percentage 

of 

Expenditure 


3330  Personal  Service 

3331  Current  Expense 

3332  Repair  & Alteration 

3333  Equipment 

Total 

R.  WOW- APPROPRIATED  ACCOUNTS: 

$ 3)40,988.00 
125,680.00 
1U,000.00 
13,000.00 

$ Ii93,688.00 

$ 3U0, 966.71 
12li,96l.58 
13,712.70 
12,868.13 

$ 492,509.12 

$ 21.29 

718. U2 
287.30 
131.87 

$ 1,158.88 

$ 99.99 

99.43 
97.95 
98.99 

$ 99.76 

Account 

Account 

Name 

June  30 
1956 
Balance 

Receipts 

Expenditures 

Balance 
June  30 
1957 

86U3-3 

Farm  & Shop 

$ 2,781.06 
836.83 

$ 2,786.18 

$ 2,737.12 

$ 2,830.12 

8643-4 

8613-9 

Sales 

Indigent  Clothing 
Gifts,  Bequests, 
Grants  and 
Endowment 

Total 

l,8l6. Ul 
1,859.36 

6114.12 

2,039.12 

1,859.36 

$ 3,617.89 

$ 6,461.95 

$ 3,351.24 

$ 6,728.60 
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TABLE  V 


FINANCIAL  REPORT  — 1957-58 


A.  APPROPRIATED  ACCOUNTS: 


Account 

Number 


Account 
Name 


Appropriation  Expenditures 


Balance 
June  30 
1958 


Percentage 
of 

Expenditure 


3330 

3331 

3332 

3333 
333U 


Personal  Service 
Current  Expense 
Repair  & Alteration 
Equipment 
Building 


$ 360,733.00 
129,1*00.00 
28,867.00 
17,500c00 
190,000.00 


$ 360,711.57 

$ 21.1*3  $ 

99.99 

128,913.1*1* 

1*86.56 

99.62 

28,389.1*9 

1*77.51 

98.35 

17,006,61 

1*93.39 

97.18 

7l*,993,82 

115,006.18 

39.1*7 

Total 


726,500.00  $ 610,011*. 93  $116,1*85.07 


83.97 


Expenditures 


Balance 
June  30 
1958 


861*3-3  Farm  & Shop 


861*3-1* 

861*3-9 

Sales 

Indigent  Clothing 
Gifts,  Bequests, 

$ 

2.830.12  $ 

2.039.12 

98U.25 

623.98 

$ 

3,11*0.1*1 

1,036.27 

$ 673.96 
1,626.83 

Grants  and 
Endowment 

1,859.36 

27.00 

1,886.36 

Total 

$ 

6,728.60  $ 

1,635-23 

$ 

1*, 176. 68 

$1*,  187. 15 
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